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Fees at Recreational Boating Facilities

Sec. 23-26-1. Fees at recreational boating facilities
(a) A four dollar daily fee for a resident and an eight dollar daily fee for a non-

resident vehicle or combination of a tow vehicle and trailer may be collected for
parking or other vehicle use of the facility on Saturdays and Sundays from the first
day of April to the last day of October, inclusive, and on Memorial Day, Indepen-
dence Day and Labor Day at the following boat launch facilities:

(1) Bantam Lake, Morris;
(2) Barn Island, Stonington;
(3) Bayberry Lane, Groton;
(4) Beach Pond, Voluntown;
(5) Branford River, Branford;
(6) Connecticut River (I-95), Old Saybrook
(7) Coventry Lake, Coventry:
(8) Highland Lake, Winchester;
(9) Great Island, Old Lyme;
(10) Connecticut River (Haddam Meadows), Haddam;
(11) Housatonic River, Milford;
(12) Candlewood Lake (Lattins Cove), Danbury;
(13) Lake Lillinonah, Bridgewater;
(14) Lake Lillinonah, Newtown;
(15) Lake Zoar, Southbury;
(16) Niantic River, Waterford;
(17) Rainbow Reservoir, Windsor;
(18) Connecticut River (Salmon River), East Haddam;
(19) Saugatuck River, Westport;
(20) Thames River, New London.
(b) For purposes of subsection 23-26-1(a) of the Regulations of Connecticut State

Agencies, the following definitions shall apply: (1) Memorial Day, Independence
Day and Labor Day shall be as defined in Section 1-4 of the General Statutes; (2)
‘‘resident vehicle’’ is any motor vehicle bearing Connecticut number plates; (3)
‘‘non-resident vehicle’’ is any motor vehicle bearing number plates issued by another
state or country. Any vehicle driven by a person who is an active, full-time member
of the armed forces, as defined in section 27-103 of the general statutes, may park
for the same fee as a resident vehicle, provided that to be eligible for such fee, such
person shall carry and upon request of the person collecting the fee, allow inspection
of credentials demonstrating that such person is an active, full-time member of the
armed forces.

(c) A per vessel fee not to exceed five dollars may be collected during any date(s)
or times period(s) determined by the Commissioner for each pumpout or deposition
of sewage from such vessel’s marine portable toilet, marine sanitation device holding
tank or holding tanks at the marine sewage disposal facility on the Connecticut
River in Old Lyme.

(Effective May 19, 1994; transferred and amended September 8, 1998, March 9, 2004)

State Park Fees

Sec. 23-26-2. Definitions
For the purposes of section 23-26-2 to 23-26-11, inclusive:
(a) ‘‘Admission fee’’ means a fee required under section 23-26-3 of the Regula-

tions of Connecticut State agencies;
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(b) ‘‘Calendar-year pass’’ means the motor vehicle pass provided for in subsection
(c) of section 23-26 of the Connecticut General Statutes;

(c) ‘‘Charter Oak pass’’ means the lifetime pass provided for in section 23-26(d)
of the Connecticut General Statutes;

(d) ‘‘Columbus Day’’ means the second Monday in October;
(e) ‘‘Commissioner’’ means the Commissioner of Environmental Protection or

the Commissioner’s representative;
(f) ‘‘Department’’ means the Department of Environmental Protection;
(g) ‘‘Late day parking fee’’ means the fee required under subsection (d) of section

23-26-5 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies;
(h) ‘‘Motor vehicle’’ means motor vehicle as defined by section 14-1 of Connecti-

cut General Statutes and as follows:
a. ‘‘passenger motor vehicle’’ has a seating capacity of 12 or fewer people,
b. ‘‘mini-bus’’ has a seating capacity of more than 12 but less than 30 people,
c. ‘‘bus’’ includes a motor bus or school bus that has a seating capacity of 30

or more people;
(i) ‘‘Parking fee’’ means a fee required under section 23-26-5 of the Regulations

of Connecticut State Agencies;
(j) ‘‘Person’’ means person as defined by subsection (c) of section 22a-2 of the

Connecticut General Statutes; and
(k) ‘‘Special use license’’ means ‘‘license’’ as defined by section 23-11 of the

Connecticut General Statutes.
(Adopted effective January 31, 2003; amended May 24, 2007)

Sec. 23-26-3. Admission fee
Except as otherwise provided in section 23-26-9 of the Regulations of Connecticut

State Agencies, no person shall be admitted to:
(a) the Dinosaur State Park exhibition building without paying the following

admission fee:
(1) Persons under the age of six years: free
(2) Persons six years of age through twelve years of age: $2.00
(3) Persons thirteen years of age and older: $5.00
(b) the Fort Trumbull State Park historic buildings and educational exhibits without

paying the following admission fee:
(1) Persons under the age of six years: free
(2) Persons six years of age through twelve years of age: $2.00
(3) Persons thirteen years of age and older: $5.00
(c) the castle at Gillette Castle State Park without paying the following admis-

sion fee:
(1) Persons under the age of six years: free
(2) Persons six years of age through twelve years of age: $2.00
(3) Persons thirteen years of age and older: $5.00
(Adopted effective January 31, 2003; amended May 24, 2007)

Sec. 23-26-4. Heritage passport
(a) A Heritage passport may be purchased at Dinosaur State Park, Fort Trumbull

State Park, or Gillette Castle State Park during normal operating hours at the price
of $50 for a family of 2 adults and up to 4 children.

(b) A family who has purchased a Heritage passport shall, from the date of such
purchase until the end of that calendar year, be admitted without payment of an
admission fee to the following facilities:
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(1) Dinosaur State Park exhibition building
(2) Fort Trumbull State Park historic buildings and educational exhibits
(3) The castle at Gillette Castle State Park
(Adopted effective January 31, 2003; amended May 24, 2007)

Sec. 23-26-5. Day use parking fees
(a) No person shall enter Pattaconk Lake Recreation Area in a motor vehicle,

other than a bus, before 4:00 p.m. on a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday without
paying the following parking fee:

(1) Vehicle with Connecticut license plates - $7.00
(2) Vehicle with out of state license plates - $10.00
(b) No person shall enter Gardner Lake State Park in a motor vehicle other than

a bus, without paying the following parking fee:
(1) Before 4 p.m. on a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday:
(A) Vehicle with Connecticut license plates - $7.00
(B) Vehicle with out of state license plates - $10.00
(2) Before 4 p.m. Monday through Friday:
(A) Vehicle with Connecticut license plates – $5.00
(B) Vehicle with out of state license plates – $7.00
(c) With the exception of boat launches, at any state park or other recreational

facility at which a parking fee is in effect on the effective date of this section, a
person entering in a motor vehicle, other than a bus, shall pay the following fees:

(1) If the daily parking fee in effect is $6, the new fee shall be $5;
(2) If the daily parking fee in effect is $7, it shall remain at $7;
(3) If the daily parking fee in effect is $9, the new fee shall be $10;
(4) If the daily parking fee in effect is $10, it shall remain at $10;
(5) If the daily parking fee in effect is $14, the new fee shall be $15.
(d) With the exception of boat launches, at any state park or other recreational

facility at which a parking fee is in effect on the effective date of this section, a
person entering in a motor vehicle, other than a bus, after 4:00 p.m. but before 6:30
p.m. shall pay the following fee, to be called the ‘‘late day parking fee’’:

(1) The late day fee shall be $5.00 at all salt water beach facilities, Harkness
Memorial State Park and Squantz Pond State Park;

(2) The late day fee shall be $4.00 at all other inland parks.
(e) At any existing state park facility where fees are not currently charged or at

any new state park facility, the Commissioner may charge parking fees consistent
with charges authorized pursuant to this section.

(Adopted effective January 31, 2003; amended May 24, 2007)

Sec. 23-26-6. Parking fees for buses
(a) A bus shall not enter any state park or other recreational facility without

presenting a bus permit obtained from the State Parks Division and paying the
following parking fee:

(1) For a trip originating in Connecticut: $75.00 per bus
(2) For a trip originating out-of-state: $100.00 per bus
(b) A mini-bus does not need to obtain a bus permit from the State Parks Division

but shall not enter any state park or other recreation facility without paying the
following parking fee at the ticket booth:

(1) Mini-bus with Connecticut license plates: $25.00
(2) Mini-bus with out-of-state license plates: $40.00
(Adopted effective January 31, 2003; amended May 24, 2007)
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Sec. 23-26-7. Calendar year pass
(a) A Connecticut resident may purchase a calendar year pass that will cover the

required parking fee at any state park, boat launch, or other recreational facility if
the person affixes said pass on the windshield of the person’s passenger vehicle.
On the effective date of this regulation that fee will increase from $40 to $50 for
the calendar year.

(b) On the effective date of this regulation, the Commissioner may offer, and an
out-of-state resident may purchase, a non-resident calendar year pass for a fee of
$75, that will cover the required parking fee at any state park, boat launch, or other
recreational facility if the person affixes said pass on the windshield of the person’s
passenger vehicle.

(Adopted effective January 31, 2003; amended May 24, 2007)

Sec. 23-26-8. Special use license permit
(a) The application fee for a special use license permit to be issued to a non-

profit organization, that is eligible for or complies with section 501 (c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code, shall be $25. The permit would allow the said non-profit
organization to conduct a single event subject to the conditions enumerated in
the permit.

(b) The application fee for a special use license permit to be issued to a for-profit
organization or company shall be $500. The permit would allow the said for-profit
organization to conduct a single event subject to the conditions enumerated in
the permit.

(Adopted effective January 31, 2003)

Sec. 23-26-9. Charter Oak Pass
(a) Any person to whom the Commissioner has issued a Charter Oak Pass shall

not be required to pay a parking fee at any state park, boat launch, or other recreational
facility if the person presents such pass at such facility.

(Adopted effective January 31, 2003)

Sec. 23-26-10. Special tours
(a) Special tours may be conducted of the castle at Gillette Castle State Park

during the regular park season. Such tours would commence following the conclusion
of the last tour of the day and would be more extensive in presentation and coverage
than the tours provided under the normal admission fee.

(b) A fee, not to exceed $20, would be charged per person.
(a) Tours would be by reservation only and subject to the availability of park staff.
(Adopted effective May 24, 2007)

Sec. 23-26-11. Tourism initiatives
The Commissioner may, when participating in a statewide tourism initiative in

consultation with the CT commission on Culture and Tourism, discount or waive
admission to DEP facilities where a fee is charged.

(Adopted effective May 24, 2007)
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